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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2013

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Fall Arts Celebration begins with Lixenberg exhibition
Fall Arts Celebration kicks off with a unique
exhibition that will explore and celebrate
81 years of the life and work of artist Cyril
Lixenberg, from Amsterdam.

2002 for the Allendale Campus, and
the towering “Magela-S,” made for
ArtPrize 2010 and exhibited on the
Pew Grand Rapids Campus

The popular contemporary Dutch artist will
attend the opening reception for the exhibition
“Cyril Lixenberg: An Artist’s Journey,” on
September 11, from 5-7 p.m. in the Art Gallery,
Performing Arts Center.

Lixenberg is also well known for
his 2007 riverfront sculpture “Steel
Water,” a major commission that
commemorates Grand Rapids as the
first city in the world to add fluoride
to its water.

While the Allendale exhibition is ongoing
through November 1, concurrent satellite
exhibitions will be mounted at sister
institutions throughout West Michigan.
The artist has a long history of involvement
with area communities since the mid-1980s,
including Grand Rapids, Muskegon, Holland
and Saugatuck.
Lixenberg’s monumental sculptures and
colorful screen prints are exhibited throughout
Grand Valley’s campuses, including the iconic
bright yellow “Amaranth” sculpture created in

Grand Valley has the largest
collection of Lixenberg’s works
anywhere, due in part to the artist’s
generosity and his long-term
friendship with Henry Matthews,
director of Galleries and Collections.

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

Cyril Lixenberg poses with his sculpture “Magela-S,” on the Pew
Grand Rapids Campus. He will be on campus for the opening
reception of the Fall Arts Celebration exhibition on September 11.

In 2001, in memory of his late wife
Saskia, Lixenberg contributed to
Grand Valley’s collections more than 300 of his
own works on paper created over the previous
40 years.

“This initial donation by Cyril triggered the
creation of Grand Valley’s Print & Drawing
continues on page 3

Across Campus
Kretowicz, 50, said without the scholarship, she
would have likely dropped down to part-time
student status. She said she will now continue
her plan to graduate in December 2014. “We’re
so grateful to the Meijer family for their
generosity,” she said.

Nontraditional
student and family
earn scholarships
Checking the mail was anything but routine
one day for Colleen Kretowicz, a nontraditional
student majoring in accounting at Grand Valley.
On a lunch break from her job at Meijer
Pharmacy, Kretowicz picked up her mail and
found three letters, stating that she and each of
her two kids received the Fred and Lena Meijer
Scholarship.
Kretowicz, a single mother, earned a $10,000
scholarship; her daughter, Katie, and son, Joey,
each received $2,500 toward their tuition costs
at Michigan State University.
“I was just floored,” said Kretowicz, who works
full-time at the Meijer Pharmacy in Cascade.
“This will help us so much. I’m so proud to
work for a company who gives back to the
community.”
Kretowicz has worked for Meijer for six years.

She left college 30 years ago to raise a family.
“Studying and technology have changed a lot
since then,” Kretowicz said. “But the students
in my classes have really been helpful.”

Pictured from left are Meijer store manager Jack
Wybenga, Colleen Kretowicz and Doug Meijer.
Kretowicz and each of her two children earned
scholarships from a fund established by Fred and
Lena Meijer.

She fits in her classes at the Seidman College
of Business either before or after work. “Our
pharmacy is open for 13 hours, so I work eight
hours then fit in a class either before or after,”
she said.
All three Kretowicz students took classes
together at Grand Rapids Community College
during the summer.

The scholarship program, which began in
1975 and is administered through the Grand
Rapids Community Foundation, aims to further
the education of Meijer employees and their
children.

Political science
faculty member named
Mawby fellow
Michelle Miller-Adams, associate professor
of political science, was selected as the
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
stationary director’s
tower.

continued from page 1
faculty fellow of the Russell G. Mawby
Fellowships in Philanthropic Studies.
Miller-Adams will work with two undergraduate
students to complete a study during the course of
the fellowship. Miller-Adams proposed a plan to
compare philanthropic cultures and differences
between Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo. Her study
will try to reveal why two similar communities
have produced such different models of
philanthropic behavior, and the implications
of the different models for philanthropy and
volunteerism in the broader communities.

The 200-plus-member
band will perform
at home football
games, many campus
events and during the
kickoff to ArtPrize on
September 18, at Rosa
Parks Circle in Grand
Rapids.
John Martin directs the Laker Marching Band during

Michelle Miller-Adams

The Mawby Fellowships are named after Russell
G. Mawby, chairman emeritus of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation.

Memorial service set for
faculty member
A memorial service for Barbara Flaschenriem, associate professor of
Classics, will be held at the Alumni House.
Flaschenriem died on August 15 at Spectrum Health Butterworth
Hospital in Grand Rapids, following a long illness. The service is Sunday,
September 8, at 2 p.m.
She joined the Grand Valley faculty in 1998. Flaschenriem initially taught
courses in the Department of English; she became a founding member of
the Department of Classics in 2000.

Laker Marching Band in step
The Laker Marching Band, with assistant professor John Martin, director
of Athletic Bands, geared up for a new season during Band Camp, which
ran the last two weeks of August.
A performance practice area, outside the Performing Arts Center, was
improved over the summer, including a new drainage system and a

an August practice session.
Martin said band
members are also
excited to show off their new uniforms, with a modern design that they
chose. The white front piece has the clean blue “GV” logo outlined in
black, while the back has “Grand Valley” in white block lettering.

“They are more athletic without a sash, and will be easier to perform
in,” said Martin. “The students gave up their performance stipend and
contributed the funds toward the cost of new uniforms, so they are very
excited and proud.”
For a complete schedule of marching band performances visit www.gvsu.
edu/marchingband.

Picnic went zero waste for first time
For the first time, the all-campus picnic that followed the Convocation
ceremony on August 23 produced zero waste.
During the picnic, 15 members of the student-led Campus Dining Green
Team were stationed throughout the picnic area to help students, faculty
and staff members sort their waste into compost and recycle bins.
More than 1,010 pounds of compost were collected and 1,500 water
bottles were recycled.
A student team will lead a zero waste initiative in Lubbers Stadium at the
football game against Azusa Pacific University on Saturday, September 7.
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Cooling down during move-in

Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
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President Thomas J. Haas and Marcia Haas hand out ice cream during move-in on
August 21 to new students and their parents.
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What’s Ahead
Stair week
promotes activity
The week of September 3-9 is West Michigan
Stair Week, an event to promote healthy living
by using the stairs.
The event is sponsored by Heart of West
Michigan United Way. Lindsey DesArmo,
health and wellness specialist for Grand Valley,
said it is also a good segue to the university’s
annual Pedometer Challenge.
Registration for the challenge begins on
September 9. Teams of four faculty and staff
members are encouraged to log their steps
online, competing for prizes throughout the
six-week challenge.
Information about West Michigan Stair Week
can be found online at www.hwmuw.org/news;
the Pedometer Challenge is online at www.
gvsu.edu/healthwellness, click on “Upcoming
Events.”

Arnold next Happiness
Club speaker
Damon Arnold, director of student services for
Laker academics, will be the next speaker at the
Happiness Club.
Sponsored by Health and Wellness, the club
meets regularly and provides faculty and staff
members with an opportunity to meet and
network with others who are committed to
improving their lives by injecting happiness
into daily living.
The club will meet at noon on Thursday,
September 5, in the Kirkhof Center, room 1142.
Register online at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

LGBT Resource Center
to host book groups
The LGBT Resource Center will host two book
discussion groups for the campus community
during the fall semester.
The groups are free and open to students,
faculty and staff members, and will take place
in the LGBT Resource Center, located in the
Kirkhof Center.
The first group will meet at noon on Thursdays,
starting September 5, to discuss Normal Life:

Administrative Violence, Critical Trans Politics,
and the Limits of Law by Dean Spade. In
his book, Spade examines poverty, violence,
criminalization and immigration enforcement
facing trans populations.
Spade will visit campus to discuss his book
November 14 at 6 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt
Center.
The second book discussion group will meet
at 4 p.m. on Thursdays, starting September 5,
and discuss The Erotic Life of Racism by Sharon
Patricia Holland.
A free book will be given to the first 10 people
who attend each book discussion group.
For more information, contact the LGBT
Resource Center at x12530 or visit www.gvsu.
edu/lgbtrc/BDG.

Reception to celebrate
new academic minor
Women and Gender Studies and the LGBT
Resource Center will host a reception to
celebrate the new academic minor, LGBTQ
studies.
The reception is scheduled for Monday,
September 9, beginning at 4 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center, room 1161 (the LGBT Resource Center).
Anne Hiskes, dean of the Brooks College of
Interdisciplinary Studies, will give remarks at
4:45 p.m. For more information, visit www.
gvsu.edu/wgs.

Arts at Noon Series set
The popular Arts at Noon Series of free
Wednesday lunchtime performances is set
to begin September 11, at noon, in the CookDeWitt Center, Allendale Campus.

“The Poet’s Echo,” by
which the audience gets
a sense of the composer’s
diverse musical language.
The recital finishes with
a group of folk song
settings, which embody
the wonderful paradox
of Britten’s music: an
experimental style that
pushes conventional
expectations, while
remaining easy to listen to
and enjoy.

Jessica Louise Coe

The event is open to the public and free. For
more information and the complete Arts at
Noon schedule, call the Music Department at
x13484 or visit www.gvsu.edu/artscalendar.

Interprofessional
conference scheduled
Participants at the sixth annual
Interprofessional Education Conference will
discuss how a team approach in health care
positively affects patient safety, improves the
quality of care and lowers costs.
The conference is sponsored by the West
Michigan Interprofessional Education
Initiative, comprised of founding members
Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids
Medical Education Partners, and Michigan
State University College of Human Medicine.
Set for September 19-20, the conference will
be held in the DeVos Center on Grand Valley’s
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. For information
about registering for the conference, visit www.
gvsu.edu/vphealth. The deadline to register is
September 13.

“Benjamin Britten: A Century of Song” will
celebrate the 100th birthday of the British
composer universally recognized for his
tremendous contribution to 20th century
music. With hundreds of works for virtually
every instrument in his musical output, Britten
is most remembered for his vocal works.

Keynote speakers include Richard C. Breon,
president and CEO of Spectrum Health;
Stephen C. Shannon, president of the American
Association of Colleges of Osteopathic
Medicine; Madeline Schmitt, expert panel
member for the Core Competencies for
Interprofessional Collaborative Practice; and
Ruth Nemire, associate executive vice president
of the American Association of Colleges of
Pharmacy.

Soprano Jessica Louise Coe and pianist Robert
Byrens will present pieces from Britten’s song
repertoire, beginning with excerpts from two
song cycles for soprano, “On This Island,” and

Representatives from Spectrum Health, Mercy
Health Saint Mary’s and Metro Hospital will
give a panel presentation on “Meeting the
Triple Aim with Interprofessional Teams.”

Exhibition includes works that span Lixenberg’s career
continued from page 1
Cabinet, which has attracted other significant
gifts,” said Matthews. “Cyril has not only been
a generous donor, but he has shared freely
of himself by mentoring students, judging
art competitions and hosting study abroad
students, faculty and staff at his Amsterdam
home and studio.”
Grand Valley’s retrospective exhibition will

include selections from Lixenberg’s most
recent gift of nearly 140 of his early paintings,
drawings, prints, monoprints and personal
archival materials, to provide an enlightening
view of the artist’s evolution to the successful
contemporary artist he is today.
This exhibition program is supported by a
generous gift from Larry and Elaine Rutowski
Shay (GVSU alumna 2012) and, in part, by
public funds from the Consulate General of the

Netherlands in New York and a grant from the
Netherland-America Foundation.
All Fall Arts Celebration events are open to
the public and free. For more information and
a complete schedule of events, call x12185, or
visit www.gvsu.edu/fallarts.
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General Events

Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Through Nov. 1
Art Gallery hosts “Cyril Lixenberg: An Artist’s
Journey.” 1121 PAC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
artgallery for hours.

Tues., Sept. 3
6 p.m.: Dedication Ceremony for Mary Idema
Pew Library. MIPL.

Wed., Sept. 4
10 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Farmers Market. Parking Lot
H. Visit www.gvsu.edu/farmersmarket for
more information.

Sports
Fri., Sept. 6

Thurs., Sept. 5

1 and 7:30 p.m.: Volleyball Laker Classic. FH.

7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. 107C DEV.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

Sat., Sept. 7

Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Happiness
Club. 1142 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.

Noon and 4 p.m.: Volleyball Laker Classic. FH.

Sat., Sept. 7

Sun., Sept. 8

1-5 p.m.: Community Open House for Mary
Idema Pew Library. MIPL. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/libraryopening for more information.

All Day: Men’s Golf hosts Arendsen. Meadows.

7 p.m.: Football hosts Azusa Pacific University.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
John Kilbourne, professor of movement
science, was interviewed by 360: Exploring
Workplace Research, Insights, and Trends for a
story about his research on activity permissible
classrooms.

Sketches
Library faculty members Hazel McClure
and Patricia Bravender co-wrote an article,
“Regarding Reference: Does the Desk Make
a Difference?” published in Reference & User
Services Quarterly.
The TRiO Educational Support Program
received a grant from the U.S. Department of
Education for year four of the program.

International visitors
The Padnos International Center announces its international visitors for the fall semester.
• Haimin Fan, from Shanghai Jiaotong University, China, will be on campus through
November.
• Agnieszka Zur and Iwona Kubica, from Cracow University of Economics in Poland,
through September 30.
• Marianne Ramos Schulze and Alma Reynal Quintanilla, from UDLAP in Mexico, will be
here from October 6-9.
• Anke Edelbrock, from PHSG Germany, will be at Grand Valley through 2015.
• Feyza Korapci, from Bogazici University in Turkey, will be on campus through 2014.
Contact PIC at x13898 for more information about the above visitors.

Andy Booth and Theresa Bacon-Baguley,
faculty members in physician assistant studies,
received a grant from the Health Resources and
Services Administration for a second year of the
Physician Assistant Training in Primary Care
program.

Kingshuk Majumdar, associate professor
of physics, co-wrote an article, “Varied
Perturbation Theory for the Dispersion Dip in
the Two-Dimensional Heisenberg Quantum
Antiferromagnet,” published in the European
Journal of Physics.

Deborah Bambini, associate professor of
nursing, earned credentials as a Certified
Health Care Simulation Educator.

Rich Vallery, associate professor of physics,
wrote an article, “Evidence of Positronium
Bloch States in Porous Crystals of Zn_4O-

Coordination Polymers,” published in Physical
Review Letters.
The Fulbright Foreign Language Teaching
Assistant Program has selected Grand Valley
as a host institution for an Arabic Language
Teaching Assistant.

